
 
   

 
 
 
 

Policy Making Under the Influence: to What Extent 
Does Scientific Evidence Influence Policy Making? 
By Fiona M. Docherty 10th June 2014 
 
Cambridge University Science and Policy Exchange (CUSPE) Annual Policy 
Review 
 
Location: The Royal Society, London 
Date: 10th June 2014  
Time: 6.00 – 10.00pm 
 

This year the CUSPE Annual Review will explore the complexities and 
barriers to evidence based policy making using the highly topical issue of 
Minimum Alcohol Pricing in the UK as a case study. 
The event will be chaired by Jill Rutter, Programme Director at the Institute 
for Government. Speakers will include Professor Theresa Marteau, Director 
of the Behaviour and Health Research Unit at University of Cambridge, 
Professor Alan Maryon-Davis, Chair of Alcohol Research UK, and Dr Peter 
Rice, Chair of Scottish Health Action on Alcohol Problems. 
Over 200 representatives from the Civil Service, Government, academia and 
think tanks are expected to attend the event held at the premier scientific 
academy in the world. This will be a great opportunity for early career 
researchers to hear from distinguished figures at the interface of science and 
policy, and to network with individuals from diverse sectors with a shared 
interest and expertise in policy making.  
CUSPE is an organisation run by and for early career researchers that aims to 
build stronger links between academics and the world of government policy.  
“CUSPE  provides  an  excellent   forum   for   students,   industry   and  government  
representatives to engage in informed debate about topical policy issues. The 
events are well organised, and the organisers are enthusiastic, engaging and 
impressive.” Chris Green, SQW Group 

"The Annual Policy Review is the culmination of an outstanding year for 
CUSPE and is testament to the hard work, dedication and enthusiasm of its 
young committee. We very much hope that events such as these will provide 
the vital opportunities needed for early career researchers and policy makers 
to meet, exchange knowledge and build a mutual sensitivity so important for 
effective incorporation of scientific evidence into policy." James Dolan, 
CUSPE President 

Primary Contact: James Dolan president@cuspe.com  
More information about CUSPE and upcoming events can be found at www.cuspe.org 
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